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Reminder  

Special Congregational meeting 

December 4, 2022 

following 11 am worship 

See page 11 for more details! 

 



 

 

Waiting for Jesus 
 
When John [the Baptist] heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent 
word by his disciples and said to Jesus, “Are you the one who is to come, or 
are we to wait for another?”  
Matthew 11:2-3 
 
Waiting comes with a wide variety of emotions. Waiting for something you 
want to have happen, like the birth of a baby or Christmas morning might 
bring feelings of excitement, anticipation, joy, perhaps mixed with uncertainty 
about what to expect, or even anxiety about what might happen. Waiting for 
something you don‘t want to have happen, like the results of a serious medical 
test or sentence after a trial, might bring feelings of dread, fear, sadness, or 
perhaps the possibility of relief. 
 
John the Baptist sends his followers to ask Jesus a question. John has been 
waiting in prison. The kind of waiting he is doing is difficult and keeps him 
away from what he feels called to do in life. But John hears about what Jesus 
is doing and he has a question. His question starts from a recognition that 
we‘ve been waiting for a long time for God to make changes in our world that 
will bring hope and new life to people who are stretched thin by their 
experiences. ―Are you the one God has sent, or are we to wait for another?‖ 
 
Jesus replies, ―Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their 
sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.‖ [Matthew 11:4-5] 
Jesus says, the changes God is making bring good news to people who are 
exhausted by the challenges they face every day. Jesus says, God has already 
started to make these changes. You can hear them and see them, even if 
you‘ve never heard or seen anything like this before.  
 
Advent is the season of waiting. Four Sundays before Christmas, we wait for 
Christ to come. Sometimes this waiting brings anticipation and joy. 
Sometimes this waiting brings dread or fear. A song for Advent worship 
written by John Helgen repeats the phrase, ―We are waiting for Jesus. Jesus 
brings peace.‖  
 
In the times we feel exhausted by the challenges we face every day, in the 
times the waiting seems to last so very long, repeat this phrase. ―We are 
waiting for Jesus. Jesus brings peace.‖  
 
The promise of Christmas is that God has come into our world in Jesus. God 
has already started to make changes that are unlike anything we‘ve heard or 
seen before. God‘s changes bring good news in the birth of Jesus. Yes, there 
are times for waiting. But we are waiting for Jesus. Jesus brings peace. 
 
In Peace, 
Pastor Kristi Weber 



 

 

Christians in Action - Year in Review 

Christians in Action is a partnership of eight ELCA congregations working 
toward a first set of common goals.  Highlights from 2022 include: 

November 2022 - Welcoming Pastor Stephanie Gossett as Associate Pastor of 
English and St. John‘s. Pastor Stephanie was ordained November 13, 2022. 

Posting of a position description for a Director of Youth and Family Ministries. 
Applications are being accepted through January 15, 2023. The position is 
posted at NDChristiansAct.org and on the ELCA Youth Ministry Network. 

October 2022 - Discussing the possibility of inviting a pastoral intern to learn 
and serve in the partnership for the 2023-24 academic year. The application to 
host an intern is due at the end of January so each congregation council has 
time to consider how they would like to be part of the internship process.  

Creating a shared Google Workspace to enhance communication among con-
gregation leaders. When this is complete, each congregation will have access to 
shared documents, calendars, and resources. A shared website with links to 
individual congregation websites is located at NDChristiansAct.org  

September 2022 - Season of Creation worship series. A shared preaching and 
worship series invited all the congregations to celebrate God as creator. A 
preaching schedule through February 19 is being developed to ensure that each 
of the congregations has appropriate worship and preaching leadership ready 
for each Sunday whether or not a called pastor is serving the congregation. 

August 2022 - Lutheran Pastor Paul Oman visited Jamestown and Kulm to cre-
ate artwork that is owned by the congregations and brings the Bible stories of 
the Feeding of the 5000 and Jesus Blessing the Children to life. This was an 
extension of the Lenten worship series Drawn to the Word and a painting event 
for confirmation youth and adults in May. 

November 2021- June 2022 - Following a discernment process, our congrega-
tions chose common goals to support ministry in our communities.Goals ad-
dress the areas of Core Personnel, Sharing Resources, Recruiting and Equip-
ping Lay Leaders, Marketing, Administration and Support, and Expanding Ar-
ea Outreach.  
 
Congregations participating in Christians in Action: 
Atonement, Jamestown;  Christ the King, Ellendale;  Emmanuel, Gackle;   
English, Medina;  Montpelier, Montpelier;   St. John‘s, Jamestown;    
Trinity, Jamestown;   Zion, Kulm 



 

 

English Lutheran WELCA Meeting 11-13-2022 

◊ Present Julie Opp, Renae Olson, Ethel Heinle, and Jennifer Hayes 

◊ Started meeting with the reading of the Purpose Statement and the 

Mission Statement 

◊ a devotional reading and prayer led by Julie Opp 

◊ A Thank Offering will be set up for November and December – dona-

tions will go to support the WELCA Thank Offering recipients – lo-

cated in the Narthex 

◊ Secretary’s Report read from Oct 9th meeting – correction to amount 

church council will pay for the confirmand‘s expenses – Church 

Council will pay the entire amount for this expense. – approved with 

corrections 

◊ Treasurer’s Report presented by Ethel Heinle.  

 ◊ about $2700 in the checking account 

◊ 5 Bibles were purchased from Hurley‘s in Fargo: Send a thank 

you note to Julia (nee Trautman) for picking these up to save 

on postage 

◊ WELCA check to reimburse ELC WELCA for conference has 

not come in yet – treasurer says it was sent 

◊ Angel Tree – Julie to head this up – pick teen boy and teen girl 

to give to 

◊ Executive Decision made on supporting attendees to Castaway 

Retreat - $25/person reimbursement 

◊ large yarn purchase made by community member – send a 

thank you card  

◊ church fellowship rental agreement to be updated – no fee for 

church members and non-members $50 (reimbursable if no 

damage). 

  ◊ calendar posted on bulletin board by pastor‘s office – 

look for bookings there 

  ◊ non-members need to have a member present at event 

◊ discussion on purchasing a computer for WELCA secretary – 

won‘t always have Ethel and access to WELCA files she has 

on the church computer. Secretary of WELCA to possibly take 

on activities Ethel has done for WELCA. 

  ◊ Look at deals for a laptop (price up to $1000) or if 

available a good used one 

 



 

 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † †  

◊ No meeting in December for WELCA: next meeting will be January 8, 

2023 at 10 am. 

◊ December 4th – 1st vote for changes to ELC‘s constitution, 2nd vote to 

be at annual meeting in January 

◊ December 4th – Christmas decorating day 

◊ December 17th at 5 pm – WELCA members to make the soup and 

brown the burger ahead of time for the 18th. 

◊ December 18th – Sunday School‘s program; luncheon after (kneophla 

soup, hot dogs, & sloppy joes – WELCA provides) ask attendees to 

bring a treat to share 

◊ After January annual meeting, plan for a pot luck after to have fellow-

ship 
 

Reconvened meeting on November  20th at 10 am. 

◊ Julie Opp, Jennifer Hayes, Renae Olson, & Marlein Hillius 

◊ devotional and prayer led by Julie Opp 
 

◊ New Business: 

 ◊ Getting more and younger women involved in WELCA 

 ◊ putting something in the newsletter about WELCA 

◊ create a survey to find out what women at English Lutheran 

Church want to see happen with what WELCA does 

◊ Create a survey to distribute to members, link to survey, and 

paper copy to hand out to ones not comfortable with electron-

ics, due back December 30, 2022. 
 

Presented by WELCA Secretary Jennifer Hayes 

 
 

English Lutheran WELCA UPDATE: 
 

The WELCA executive board met recently and did some brain storming 
about how to bring more women to our WELCA group. We are asking 
each one of YOU to give us your input on what you think WELCA 
should  be or what you would like to get by being a part of our group.  
 
Please take part in the survey or talk to one of the board members with 
your input. We need each and everyone of you!! 
 
Thanks also for all the support you gave for all the events we had this 
past year! 
 
 Have a blessed Christmas and See you next year!  Julie 



 

 

Sunday, October 30, 2022 

Busy day today at English Lutheran church! We ended Pastor Appreciation Month by 
having the kids recite a poem. Then they sang in church and some of the 3rd and 4th 

graders received their bibles. Such a special day to celebrate so many blessings!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † †  

Our new Minister has arrived! 

Hello - 

Pastor Stephanie 

 

Farewell - 

 Pastor Susan  

3rd & 4th Graders receiving their bibles 

Logan Lytle, Brynnly Lachenmeier,  

Emelia Greer, Destiny Opp 

Aurora Hayes Everett Hayes, 

Oliver Hofmann 



 

 

Trunk or Treat @ English Lutheran 
October 31, 2022 



 

 

 

*Unapproved minutes and are subject to change. 

English Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes  
November 2nd, 2022 – 

 
Members Present: Phillip Hofmann, Kurt Hayes, Michelle Lytle, 
Brenda Guthmiller, Karen Heinle and Pastor Kristi Weber 
Members Absent:  
 
Pastor Report 
-Pastor Kristi led with a devotion. 
 
Past Minutes 
-October 5th Council minutes were read. 
-Kurt moved to approve the minutes.  Pastor Kristi seconded. motion 
carried. 
 
Treasure’s Report 
-October‘s Reports were reviewed and discussed. 
-Kurt moved to approve the Treasurer‘s Report, noting that October 
30th offering will need to be added. Brenda seconded. motion carried. 
 
Old Business  
-Gene Guthmiller is going to fabricate a frame for the new sign to be 
put on the road coming into town. 
-Church Constitution 
      -The council reviewed proposed changes/additions/deletions. 
Michelle motioned to present the discussed amendments   to the Consti-
tution to the congregation on December 4th, 2022 for the 1st vote. (The 
2nd vote for accepting the revised Constitution will be at the annual 
meeting on January 29th, 2023) 
-Sunday School Christmas program will be Sunday, December 18th—
Soup, Sandwiches and Social to follow. 
-Members reviewed the ‗member and non-member agreement for use 
of the church‘ 
     -council recommends that there is no rental fee, non-members asked 
for a $50 refundable deposit with baptisms and funerals exempt for de-
posits. Michelle made a motion to revise the form. Kurt seconded, mo-
tion carried.   
-Myron Gunderson will stretch the carpet over at the parsonage. A crew 
will get together to tidy the house and garage before Stephanie Gossett 
moves into the parsonage.  
 
 



 

 

for a service of Holy Closure, celebrating their 114 years of ministry and witness in the community. Thanks 
be to God for their faithful service to the Gospel. 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 

New Business 
-Pastor Kristi presented a plan to hire one full-time Director of Chil-
dren, Youth, and Family Ministries to coordinate events for all youth of 
the seven participating congregations. Kurt made a motion to include 
English Lutheran in this partnership. Karen seconded, motion carried. 
-Pastor Kristi presented the Intent to Apply Form for a Seminary Intern-
ship for one congregation in the Christians in Action. The primary site 
has not been chosen.   
-Kurt made a motion to purchase $25 Medina bucks for the gift basket 
for Pastor Stephanie. Michelle seconded, motion carried.  
-There will be 3 open council member positions that will expire this 
year. Seeking new members. 
 
Closed with the Lord‘s prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Michelle Lytle 

Thankoffering 

will be continuing through December.  A jar has been set up in the 
Narthex for your offering. 

Thankoffering‘s show gratitude for God‘s blessing and give us a tangi-
ble way to express that gratitude.  It is a tradition grounded in our cele-
bration of community, of meeting together to joyfully give thanks for 
what God has given us. 

 

 

Cleaning of English Lutheran 

Beginning in January, 2023 we are going to go to assigning two (2) 
families per month to see to it that our church is cleaned for the month 
you are assigned too.  This is to include the fellowship hall, narthex, 
sanctuary and basement.   

If you find a cleaning supply that needs to be replenished, mark it on 
the list on the bulletin board in the kitchen. 

Thanking you in advance for helping to keep our church clean. 

Any questions, contact Ethel 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 



 

 

 Story of impact 
 
Each week, Sunday School children are invited to bring an offering to 
class. Often that offering is placed into a basket as a part of class begin-
ning. The practice of giving a small portion of what we have to support 
others is a faith practice that can begin early in life. One way to help 
the children stay involved is to offer some choices about how their of-
fering will be used. At St. John‘s, the Sunday School children and their 
leaders use the ELCA Good Gifts catalog as a place of inspiration for 
their giving. Past years have focused on baby chicks or mosquito nets, 
or a goat. The desired animal is pictured on a board and serves as a re-
minder that together our small gifts can provide animals to a family that 
can make a big difference in their lives.  Chicks, for example, ―Help a 
family spread their wings. When chicks grow up to become chickens, 
their eggs not only provide an ongoing supply of protein-rich meals — 
they can also help start a small business and generate a steady source of 
income.‖ (goodgifts.elca.org). Often the bigger the animal, the more 
excitement about the possibilities and that can also lead to a conversa-
tion about how much things actually cost or how long it would take to 
save enough (chicks cost $10, a cow lists for $500). The Good Gifts 
program is open to everyone and is a wonderful way to give a gift when 
the recipient has more stuff than they actually need. Ask a child in Sun-
day School if they are using their offerings for anything special this 
year. And if you are able, affirm their generosity with a gift of your 
own.  
 

More information can be found at www.goodgifts.elca.org  

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 

Use of English Lutheran Church for events 

The agreement for use of ELC has been revised. 

Members no charge.  Non-members a $50.00 refundable deposit if no 
damages have occurred.   

A contract will be signed by the party requesting use of the church. 

A two week notice for use of the church is requested and is to be        
approved  by the Council. 

To reserve contact Ethel . 



 

 

“Angels Among Us” Altar Guild Updates: 
 

Annual Church Family decorating and caroling Sunday December 4th at 
2 o'clock, Potluck Lunch at 4, and caroling at 4:30. (If anyone would 
like to share cookies or candy for the the plates we share with the com-
munity, have them at the church by Sunday morning.) 
 
We would appreciate any Poinsettia‘s shared with the Church this 
Christmas. 
 
We are always in need of new members to join our Altar Guild. 
 
Thank you to Sharon and Kathy for the extra work they do for our Altar 
Guild. 
 
Julie and Mindy will serve in December. 
 
New schedules and calendars for 2023 will be in your mailboxes on De-
cember 4th. 
 
May you all have a blessed Christmas! Julie 
 
 
 
 

A Special Congregational meeting  

Sun, Dec 4: A Special Congregational meeting to vote on proposed 

changes to the Constitution of English Lutheran Church will be 

held on Sunday, December 4th after the 11:00 am worship service. 

 

All proposed changes are shown in a document posted online 
at medinastreeterparish.org at the bottom of the home page of the web-
site. Paper copies showing these changes are on the table in the narthex 
at the church or are available upon request. 

These changes have been recommended by the Constitution Review 
Team of Tammy Reis, Bill Lytle, and Pastor Kristi Weber, and re-
viewed by the Congregation Council. 

 

If the changes are approved, a second vote to ratify the changes will be 

included as part of the annual meeting in January 2023. 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 



 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating December/January Anniversaries 

 Randy & Mindy Kapp   Dec 13, 1986 
 
 Brent & Missy Kleven   Jan 5, 1998 

 Gil & Pat Everding   Jan 7, 1961 

 Jeremy & Shannon Ford   Jan 14, 2017 

 Randy & Sherry Everding   Jan 26, 2008 

 Arlynn & Sourey Schmidt   Jan 30, 1964 

 
 
 

                 December 
 
Kaitlynn Andres  Dec 5 

Sharon Behm  Dec 6 

Taya Schleske  Dec 6  

Gertrude Neumiller Dec 10 

Mayson Dockter  Dec 13 

Randy Everding  Dec 14 

Cyerra Schmidt  Dec 16 

Sue Reardon  Dec 17 

Jodi Dockter  Dec 17 

Joe Schmidt  Dec 18 

Karen Heinle  Dec 23 

Irene Otto  Dec 28 
Arlyn Schmidt  Dec 29 
Wendy Thompson Dec 29 
Bill Lytle  Dec 30 

                    January 
 
Rory Hoffmann  Jan 6 
Haven Gefroh  Jan 9 
Katy Reis Ruff  Jan 10 
Julie Opp  Jan 12 
Dwight Hofmann  Jan 13 
Tim Olson  Jan 14 
Jacob Hofmann  Jan 19 
Kennedy Behm  Jan 19 
Ethel Heinle  Jan 26 
Jacob Juelfs  Jan 26 
Ryan Andres  Jan 27 
Daryl Olson  Jan 28 
Bonnie Hofmann  Jan 28 
Katie Schmidt  Jan 30 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † †  

Sunday School Christmas Program 

Join the Sunday School kids on December 

18th at the 11:00 worship service for their 

Christmas program. An Old Star tells a New 

Star all about the very first Christmas and how 

Jesus Christ is the true reason we celebrate.  

After the program join us in the fellowship hall 

for lunch.  Knephla soup, hot dogs and barbeque 

will be furnished.  You may bring a dish/plate of 

Christmas goodies or chips to share for desert. 


