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See page 3 for details 



 

 
 

Special Congregational  Meeting  
has been called by English Lutheran Council 

 
A Special Congregational meeting to Call Stephanie 
Gossett as Associate pastor and to approve a 
compensation package will be held at English 
Lutheran on Sunday October 9th after 11 am 
worship. See pages 4 & 5 for more information. 

 
 

Answering the Call of Jesus 
 
In January and February of this year, I participated in an online workshop 
with other rostered leaders. As we talked about the joys and challenges of 
being called to professional ministry we were put into focus groups to think 
about possible projects. My small group has been working on a project that 
would encourage congregations to observe Pastor Appreciation month in 
October. At this point our video and short pamphlet on ―How to Support and 
Encourage Your Pastor‖ won’t be out by October of 2022. Thinking about the 
project has helped clarify for me the purpose of Clergy Appreciation month 
and I wanted to share those thoughts with all of you this October.  
 

The call to ministry is not one to be taken on lightly. It must, indeed, be a 
calling from God. In our training and in our professional conversations we are 
realistic about the difference between this calling and other vocations. 
Ministry is not a 9 to 5 job. Caring for God’s people in their joys, their 
sorrows, and all the needs in between is holy and vital work, but can also be 
demanding and exhausting work. Those who serve as professional ministers 
learn early to lean heavily on the God who sustains, supports, and guides us. I 
frequently quote a fictional pastor who would declare loudly, ―Philippians 
4:13 (I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength), for pete’s 
sake!‖ whenever he was tired or overwhelmed.  
 

This October, I want to lift up my colleagues and give thanks for their 
excellent leadership. I have greatly appreciated my partnership with Pastor 
Kristi Weber for the last 7 (nearly 8) years. It is so good to have someone to 
share this calling with. Our gifts are incredibly different and yet wonderfully 
complimentary. I appreciate her leadership, faith, and vision at Trinity and 
English and on behalf of the wider church. I appreciate her mentorship and 
her commitment to making everyone in ministry with her to succeed and 
excel!  
 

The newly formed Christians in Action partnership has given me an 
opportunity to work more closely with several other Rostered Leaders and I 
am SO grateful for their work with and for God’s people. These leaders are; 
Pastor Erik Weber at St. John’s in Jamestown and English Lutheran in 
Medina, Pastor Linda Schauer and Michelle Watne at Atonement in 
Jamestown, Mary Jo Kinzler at Zion in Kulm. It has been such a blessing to  
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(con’t—Answering the Call of Jesus) 
 

share the work of the Gospel with them. Being in ministry together allows us 
all to do God’s work in the world and serve together in a wider context.  We 
support, cover for, encourage, and pray for one another. Our gifts are varied 
and when shared it makes the yoke easy and the burden light. Their commit-
ment to area congregations, their flexibility and their creativity have made 
this partnership feel like a spirit led calling.  
 

I am blessed to have excellent colleagues in the Lutheran church and in the 
holy catholic church (Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Catholics, Methodists, 
etc.) who support and encourage me daily, who share this calling with me.  
 

Those who I gather with weekly for Text Study as we ponder our sermons 
together. Those from our Conference (local area) and our Synod (larger area) 
who meet to ponder ministry for Eastern North Dakota. Those who I gather 
with in online groups to ponder ministry all over the world. I am grateful for 
all of them and grateful for their commitment to this calling we share.  
 

I would not be a pastor without those who followed God’s calling in the past. 
Those who shared God’s love with me and raised me up in the faith. Those 
who walked beside me and my family in our joys, our sorrows, and all the 
needs in between. This month I encourage you to remember the pastors in 
your life. Remember the ways in which their calling has impacted your faith 
and your life. Then reach out and share with them the impact they have had. 
Share your appreciation for the calling they follow. Your words will remind 
them that this calling is holy and makes a real difference in people’s lives. 
Appreciation expressed gives those who serve strength for the days ahead 
and joy for the calling Christ has given us! 
 

Blessings,  
Pastor Susan Haukaas 
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TRUNK OR TREAT 
 

Monday, October 31, 2022 beginning @ 5:30 pm 
English Lutheran Church   Medina, ND 

 
Includes costume party, games, hot dogs & treats 

 
Trunks can park on Water Street, in front of the church. 

Please arrive and set up by 6:00 pm.   
                                                                                                                                         

$100 Medina bucks to the best trunk winner,  
determined by 3rd party judges. 

 
 
 



 

 

 
Meet Stephanie Gossett 

Candidate for  
Associate Pastor  

at English and St. John’s 

Stephanie Gossett is recommended for 
Call to the position of Associate Pastor to 
English Lutheran and St. John’s Lutheran 
by the joint call committee. 
 

Stephanie Gossett is a first call candidate 
from the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast 
Synod.  

She completed her Masters of Divinity from Luther Seminary in St. 
Paul, MN this year.  She opened herself to service in the wider church 
and was assigned to the Eastern North Dakota Synod. She is specifical-
ly looking for an Associate Pastor position and to be able to work with 
a team. When asked about why she is willing to leave Texas, she re-
sponded, ―We’ve had 40 days over 100 degrees this summer.‖   
 

Her personal ministry statement from her Rostered Minister Profile is: 
I am called: to lead and teach, directly and by example, how to identify 
both God and neighbor; to draw people into and help nurture the rela-
tionship God calls us to through: studying scripture, leading worship, 
joining in fellowship, and meeting God in mission where God is al-
ready working in the world, in order to foster understanding that each 
person is a minister with gifts to offer the priesthood of all believers, 
and that we must learn from one another through sharing those gifts in 
ministry together. 
 

She lists her areas of expertise as: Music/Worship/Arts, Preaching/
Worship leadership, Small Group Ministry, Teaching, and Innovation/
Creativity. She has experience as a camp counselor and spent a decade 
as a teacher, including introductory Spanish and five years as a 11th 
Grade English teacher. She served her pastoral internship at Grace Lu-
theran Church in Dawson, MN. She is willing to live in the parsonage 
in Medina. Mutual Expectations: Pastors Erik and Stephanie will pro-
vide a total of 20 hours per week of pastoral leadership for English Lu-
theran Church and 60 hours per week of pastoral leadership for St. 
John’s. 
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(con’t—Stephani Gossett) 
 

Special Congregation Meetings have been called for by each church 
council- 

A Special Congregational meeting to Call Stephanie 
Gossett as Associate pastor and to approve a compensa-
tion package will be held at St. John’s Lutheran on Sun-
day October 9th after 9 am worship. 

 
A Special Congregational meeting to Call Stephanie 
Gossett as Associate pastor and to approve a compen-
sation package will be held at English Lutheran on 
Sunday October 9th after 11 am worship. 

 

Pastor Stephanie made a visit to our communities on August 29th to 
Sept. 1st. Due to distance, a second visit is not feasible before a call 
vote. A sample of her preaching can be found on the St. John’s and Eng-
lish Lutheran web-sites (beginning about 5 minutes into the YouTube 
video) 
 

A start date will be negotiated after a Call is issued and accepted. The 
target date range right now is between November 21st and December 5th. 
Stephanie will coordinate a date for her Ordination with Eastern North 
Dakota Synod Bishop Tessa Moon-Leiseth, which may be before or  
after her start date. 

 

 

Confirmation 

2022-23 Confirmation class receive 

their Bibles and Confirmation books. 



 

 

Christians in Action 
 

Seven ELCA congregations that decided to participate in a first set of goals 
now call this partnership, Christians in Action. A shared website with links to 
individual congregation websites is located at NDChristiansAct.org  Additional 
information about the shared ministry of our congregations will be posted there 
in the coming weeks. 

Updates on current actions: 

The call committee from St. John’s and English has recommended Stephanie 
Gossett to be the new Associate Pastor for St. John’s and English. A 
congregational meeting has been scheduled on October 9 for a vote. (see 
additional information elsewhere in the newsletter) 

The search team for a Director of Youth and Family Ministries is reviewing the 
information from a recent survey about expectations for youth ministries. They 
are developing a position description and expectations for how this staff 
member will serve the congregations and community. The position has not yet 
been posted. 

Proposed budgets for September 1– December 31, 2022 and for January 1—
December 31, 2023 have been prepared to present to Councils for their 
planning purposes. At this time, each congregation is asked to pay an equal 
amount of $50 a month to cover shared administrative expenses (such as a 
website, domain name, and other similar agreed upon costs.) Each congregation 
will also be asked to contribute additional funds based on the services they 
receive from the partnership. For example, if a congregation has a guest 
preacher from one of the other congregations come on a Sunday, the 
congregation will pay for that service and for related mileage. A shared 
partnership bank account with authorized signers from 3 of the 7 congregations 
has been set up to handle the payments between congregations. This is the 
former Medina-Streeter Parish Account. 

Work will soon begin on a shared ―Treasure Chest‖ of resources. This will be 
an electronic list of physical items and electronic resources each congregation 
has that they are willing to share with the other congregations. If you are aware 
of items that would be appropriate to share, please speak with Bryan Behm so 
the items get into the Treasure Chest. 

If working with the Treasure Chest sounds like a role you would enjoy, you can 
be connected with members from other congregations to tend to this list. (You 
probably won’t be called pirates, unless you like that name.) 

Congregations participating in Christians in Action: 
 
Atonement, Jamestown      Christ the King, Ellendale  Emmanuel, Gackle 
             English, Medina  St. John’s, Jamestown   

Trinity, Jamestown      Zion, Kulm 



 

 

for a service of Holy Closure, celebrating their 114 years of ministry and witness in the community. Thanks 
be to God for their faithful service to the Gospel. 

 

Holden Village 

Plans are being explored for a multi-congregational  trip to this Lutheran 
retreat center in the Cascade mountains of Washington during the summer 
of 2023. 

If you are interested in learning more about travel details, contact  
connect@TrinityJamestown.com or call 252-2841 and ask to receive the 
Zoom link. You will need to provide your name and email address. Identi-
cal Zoom information meetings will be held Monday, October 24 at 7:00 
pm and Tuesday, October 25 at 7:00 pm. You only need to attend one of 
these Zoom meetings. 
 
You will be asked to register and make a deposit by November 15 if you 
plan to be part of the group trip. 
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Upcoming Events in the Eastern North Dakota Synod  
 

 

NEW DATE/LOCATION – Join ELCA World Hunger for a celebration of 
World Food Day, hosted by Rick Steves and special guest Mark Jansen, 
CEO of Blue Diamond Almonds. This special event will be streamed 
online so you can celebrate with ELCA World Hunger wherever you are! 
 
When: Sunday, Oct. 16, 4 p.m. Central time 
Where: ELCA Facebook page and ELCA YouTube channel 
 
RSVP not required; simply visit our Facebook or YouTube page to attend. 
Facebook and YouTube accounts are not required. Can’t stream it live? 
The recording will be available on Facebook and YouTube after the event 
is over.  
Event Contact: hunger@elca.org. 

 

Vital Church: Putting the Word in Worship 

October 22nd (10:00am – 4:00pm)  (Trinity, Jamestown or ZOOM) 
 

Join us for the first in our Vital Church Conversations. This session will 

look at how worship has evolved and changed, the role of worship in our 

life of faith, and expanding our toolkit for sermons/proclamation. The day 

will include both big-picture theory as well as experiencing different tools 

led by seminary faculty and local ministry leaders. 

How Worship has Evolved and Changed 

Worship as Formation 

Liturgy: The Work of the People 

Putting the Word in Worship: Creative Proclamation 

This event is open to Lay Leaders, SAMs, and Rostered Ministers 

Cost: $25/In-person $15/ZOOM 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oTH_XPZWtzoh4F5ClxISRCN290cDAq0aiJzZT1VNfVNUUFvia5eUx7zZDnwm4fvEYvDNb7UHebn8o0uQlO3wQJ29bgSyoKABm42Qf60i0q0Gm2It-qtMvLZlZOU0QUCaT8g06HW2uI-HadkThHuVc4ZHjevwtF1_lP5OgHPSi_jvcTD2NAO6GIwYLyGmtee1BI8nV7otsSUWty1tzHW6vFLGFhvSVJyDPkg
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oTH_XPZWtzoh4F5ClxISRCN290cDAq0aiJzZT1VNfVNUUFvia5eUx7zZDnwm4fvELZf4Ls0cXfQDWj_mR3xpC0OifSiScN6P71YDUTQWzJwQhIEMA0O_gxY7EhhfMGD7s5bkd5ftbeWTGBmLuacHF6pxaQVTJS4Y3jtXjBJT_0zFlU_YtfWZEZm0Hh2J-2pU33dNB21JHDv7lj3bNA6M99RJ0wFJajNAsHV
mailto:hunger@elca.org


 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating October/November Anniversaries 

 Dwight & Janine Hofmann  Oct 7, 1978 

 Ceph & Brittany Dockter  Oct 12, 2019 

 Wayne & Sue Reardon   Oct 18, 1975 
 

 Clarence & Ethel Heinle  Nov 3, 1973 

 Rory & Kim Hoffmann              Nov 27, 1993 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    October  
 
Olive Lytle  Oct 1 
Jayden Opp  Oct 2 
Becky Greer  Oct 4 
Charlee Jo Gefroh Oct 6 
Rikki Della Andres Oct 7 
Isaac Olson  Oct 11 
Ron Otto  Oct 13 
Destiny Opp  Oct 13 
Dave Kooker  Oct 17 
Leona Morlock  Oct 18 
Kane Schmidt  Oct 20 
Oliver Hofmann Oct 20 
Ashley Opp  Oct 20 
Leila Mae Harr  Oct 20 
Daniel Juelfs  Oct 22 
Nick Andres  Oct 22 
Gene Guthmiller Oct 25 
Lucas Lytle  Oct 25 
Erica Olson  Oct 26 
Maynard Dockter Oct 27 
Kurt Hayes  Oct 28 
Jeremy Ford  Oct 28 
Xander Hayes  Oct 28 
Jessica Dong  Oct 29 
Mike Schleske  Oct 29 
Carrie Kapp  Oct 30 
Bruce Liebold  Oct 30 

                    November 
 
Brady Andres   Nov 3 

Patty Roemmich  Nov 4 

Trina Hayes   Nov 7 

Brent Kleven   Nov 11 

Isayah Olson   Nov 11 

Ron Headland   Nov 11 

Virginia Jeanotte  Nov 11  

Renae Olson   Nov 12 

Bryan Andres   Nov 12 

Jahleel Opp   Nov 19 

Larry Junker   Nov 21 

Angel Hayes   Nov 22 

Betty Christensen  Nov 26 

Dennis Behm   Nov 27 

Patrice Juelfs   Nov 28 

William Juelfs   Nov 29 

Doug Schmidt   Nov 30 

 

 

Tillman Theobald Dockter 

son of Ceph and Brittany Dockter 

was baptized August 21, 2022 

Sponsors:  Jason & JaSondra Dockter 

and Kyle & Regan Aasand 

God’s Blessings 
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